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Apollo Systems Extension Manager for nopCommerce 

Plugin Documentation 
This plugin allows you to use extended the operation of system functions and product functionality. 

Extensions include: 

 Customer Attributes 
o Forcing the Entry of Custom Customer Attributes on the Customer Account Information Page 
o Organising the display of the attributes under their respective headings 

 Free Shipping Calculation is determined before applying Discounts to the Shipping Cart Subtotal 
 When doing Order Sub Total Validation i.e. Greater than Minimum Sub Total value set use Discounts in the 

calculation   
 When doing Order Total Validation i.e. Order Total greater than Minimum Order Total value set don’t use 

Applied Gift Cards in the calculation  
 Grouping Shopping Cart Errors and adding the Product Name to the Error 
 Grouped Products – Don’t display zero prices in category page 
 Allow the Display of Availability and Warehouse Stock Levels on a Product Page 

o Add new Permission to Only allow the Display of Availability for Specific Customer Roles 
o Add new Permission to Only allow the Display of Warehouse Stock for Specific Customer Roles 

 Defining a Master category which is used to select the category breadcrumb instead of the default display 
category order settings 

 Product Shipping Cart – Displays a Shopping Cart List on the Product View to enable customers to better 
track what is in their cart when building complex orders. 

 Automatic Category Management –This function will automatically unpublish a category when there is no 
longer any published products in the category or the sub-categories of the category contains no published 
products. 

 Topic Widget Zones - Widget Zones have been added to the Topic Display page 

Menu Options 

When the Plugin has been installed the following Menu option will be displayed. 

A new option called System Extensions will be added which includes the Configure Plugin 
option 

To configure the Plugin the User must have the Manage Plugins  access in the Access 
Control List 
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Customer Attribute Entry  

If custom customer attributes are defined then the customer is able to enter them on registration  

See https://docs.nopcommerce.com/en/running-your-store/customer-management/customer-settings.html  

If custom customer attributes are changed or added later after a customer is already registered then a customer will 
only be prompted to enter the attributes if they change their Customer Information.  

By enabling the option “Force Customer Attribute Entry” in configuration then when a customer is logged in it will 
check that the attributes have been entered and if not entered, then the customer will be forced to enter them on 
the Customer Info page in their account 

 

In this example the Customer Settings include the entry of Custom Customer Attributes for: 

 Customer Number and 
 Mobile Phone 

An error message is displayed at the top of the Page. A popup is also used to inform the user  

 

Click OK to continue and enter the values 

Once these values have been entered and saved then the Customer can continue navigating the website.  
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Organising Custom Customer Attributes 

Custom Customer Attributes can be setup in Admin to allows additional attributes to be save for a customer 

 
Defining the Attributes 
When setting up the attributes a prefix is used to separate and display the attributes under the respective headings 

If the Attribute name is prefixed with ‘Customer:’ then the attribute will be displayed with the other standard 
customer attributes i.e. Name and Email, etc  

If the Attribute name is prefixed with ‘Company:’ then the attribute will be displayed with the other standard 
company attributes i.e. Company Name  

If there is no prefix the attribute will be displayed at the bottom under options 
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Free Shipping Calculation 

Normally Free Shipping based on Order Totals is determined after Order Total discounts are applied. Enabling this 
function will calculate if free shipping is applied before these discounts are applied. This option also takes into 
account both subtotal and order total discounts. 

Also refer to Shipping Fixed by Weight By Total section below 

If we have Free Shipping applied when the Order Total is $80.00 

 

When the Cart Value is $81  

 

Setting Disabled  
 
Product Added to Cart 
 

 
 
Discount is applied 
 

 
Free Shipping is provided as Subtotal  
not including Discount is greater than $80 

Setting Enabled  
 
Product Added to Cart 
 

 
 
Discount is applied 
 

 
Free Shipping is not provided as Subtotal  
less Discount is not greater than $80 
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Order Sub Total Validation Include Discounts 

When the Minimum Order Sub Total value is set to $15 and a discount is applied then normally the discount is not 
considered in the calculation and the order can be created 

 

Using this option means the sub total value less the discount is compared to the setting. If the new order subtotal is 
less than the setting Min order total amount in Order Settings then an order can not be created 

If the Min order sub-total amount is set at $15.00 

 

Setting Disabled  
 
Product Added to Cart 
 

 
 
$18.00  
This value is > $15 so the order can be created  

Setting Enabled  
 
Product Added to Cart 
 

 
 
 
$18.00 - $3.60 = $14.4  
this is < $15.00  so the order cannot be created 

 

  



Select Systems International   Page | 8 
 

Order Total Validation Don’t Use Gift Cards 

When the Minimum Order Total value is set to $20 and a gift card is used to make payment and the remaining order 
total is less than the setting Min order total amount in Order Settings 

 

In this case an error will be displayed when the Order Value is Zero or < $20.  

This means the error is displayed and the Order can not be confirmed. 

 

Selecting this override option will mean the Gift Card value applied is not used in the verification calculation and no 
error is displayed and the Confirmation can be performed 
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Group Shopping Cart Errors 

When there are lot of items in the shopping cart and there are errors with a number of items the customer may not 
see the errors or then find it hard to identify the errors. 

When this setting is enabled when a customer tries to check out the errors along with the product names are 
grouped at the top of the shopping cart  

 

 

Grouped Products – Don’t display zero prices in category page 

For the case where a grouped product may have a variant with zero price then the product will normally be shown 
with a zero price in the category page. See the Product NIKON D5500 DSLR shown below in the Electronics Category. 
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When you click on the product to display it you can see that one of the Variants has a zero price  

 

When the plugin is enabled then when the category is displayed the minimum price that is not zero will be displayed. 
In the configuration shown the prices for the variants are $670, $630 and $0.  

So in this case the 
price that is 
displayed is  

From $630 
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Display Availability and Warehouse Stock 

Selecting this option displays the Warehouse Stock providing the requirements for display are met.  

Two new Access Control Permissions are created by the plugin in the Access Control List called  

Public Store. Display Availability 

Public store. Display Warehouse Stock 

 

If the user has the permission Display Warehouse Stock, then the Warehouse Quantity will be displayed as follows. 

 

In the case where the current stock is less than the Min Stock Limit defined for the product then the system will 
display Low Stock rather than the actual stock value 

If the user has the permission Display Availability, then the Stock Availability and Remaining Stock Quantity will be 
displayed as follows. 
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Master Category 

Administration 
In product configuration a widget is displayed that allows you to select a Master Category.  

Enable Widget 

 

Ensure the System Extension Widget is enabled to display the Master Selection  
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Edit Product 

 

 

The master category is automatically saved when it is changed 

When the product is displayed and a master category has been defined then the breadcrumb associated with the 
master category will be display. 
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This is rather than display the default breadcrumb which is selected based on the product display order in the 
category. 

 

Automatic Category Management 

Categories can contain both products and sub-categories. When either a product or sub-category is unpublished the 
parent category remains published. 

This function will automatically unpublish a category when there are no published products in the category.  

It will also unpublish the category if it has sub-categories which contain no published products. 

The opposite happens when a published product is added the sub-category or category or re-published. The system 
will automatically republish the sub-category and the parent categories. 

A scheduled task is used to manage the process and it can be set to run at a defined period usually every 5 minutes. 

See https://docs.nopcommerce.com/en/running-your-store/system-administration/schedule-tasks.html 
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The schedule task for this function is called System Extensions program task 

Product Shopping Cart 

When you enable this function a Shopping Cart will be displayed on the Product Views 
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Topic Widget Zones 

Widget Zones have been added to the Topic Display page which allow you to display widgets on the Topic Page 

For example the views which display the information for items Like Shipping and 
Returns and Privacy Notice, etc are Topics. 

Customer Topics can also be created.  

See https://docs.nopcommerce.com/en/running-your-store/content-
management/topics-pages.html  

 

 
 

The widgets zones that have been added are  

PublicWidgetZones.ContactUsTop  

and 

PublicWidgetZones.ContactUsBottom 

This means you can use other plugins to display Forms and Other content by selecting and attaching widgets to these 
zones when configuring the third-party plugins. 
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Installing the Plugin 
The plugin is provided as a standard install package in zip form which can be uploaded on the Local Plugins page. 

The installation of the plugin follows the standard nopCommerce procedure.  

Refer to https://docs.nopcommerce.com/user-guide/configuring/system/plugins.html 

Use the “Upload plugin or theme” button on the Configuration > Plugin page  

Once installed the you can configure the plugin. 

After configuring the plugin Restart the Application – Click the Icon in the top  

Configure Settings 

 

Plugin Configuration 
Enable Plugin 
Click the Enable Checkbox to Enable the Plugin Functionality  

Force Customer Attribute Entry 

Click to Enable the function to force entry of customer attributes on the Customer Account Info page  

Organise Customer Attributes 

Click to Enable the function to organise customer attributes on the Customer Account Info page  

Display Warehouse Stock 

Click to Enable the display of Warehouse Stock levels on the product pages  

Free Shipping Don’t Use Discounts 

Click to Enable the calculation for checking for Free Shipping does not use discounts.  

Order Sub Total Validation Use Discount 

Click to Enable the calculation for Order Sub Total Validation to use the Discount in the calculation 
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Order Total Validation Don’t Use Gift Cards 

Click to Enable the calculation for Order Total Validation is not to include the Gift Card Applied total amount  

Group Shopping Cart Errors 

Click to Enable the grouping and display of Shopping Cart errors  

Group Price Don’t Display Zero 

Click to exclude Associated Products with zero value when determining the minimum From price for Grouped 
Products in the Category View  

Automatic Category Management 

Click to Enable automatic management of categories  

Enable Product Shopping Cart 

Click to Enable the Shopping Cart on Product Pages  

Test Mode 
Click the Enable test mode to log information messages about the operation of the plugin 

Demonstration Licence Keys  
When the plugin is first installed it will be setup in demonstration mode allowing all product types to be enabled and 
viewed. The demo keys will only allow the plugin to operate for 14 days after which they will expire. 

Purchased Licence Keys  
When you first install the plugin Demonstration keys will be automatically generated. The plugin can be operated in 
demo mode for 14 days.  

The purchase licence keys will be provided via email normally within 1 day after purchase. The purchase licence keys 
can then be entered as follows:  

Public Key 
This is the plugin licence public key provided. When you first install the plugin a Demonstration key will be 
saved. Change this value to the Public key suppled in the email when received. 

Private Key 
This is the plugin licence public key provided. When you first install the plugin a Demonstration key will be 
saved. Change this value to the Private key suppled in the email when received. 
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Test Mode  

When test mode is enabled various information and debug messages are written to the log so that the operation of 
the functions can be checked  

See https://docs.nopcommerce.com/en/running-your-store/system-administration/log.html  

 

Ensure you disable this function when checking is completed to avoid excessing logging of information. 

Demo Websites 

To view the plugin operation or refer to the respective demo websites 

http://v44demo.selectsystems.com.au/ 

http://v45demo.selectsystems.com.au/ 

Contact Us 

If you have any more questions or would like to make suggestions on how to add more functions to the plugin please 
email: sales@selectsystems.com.au  
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Appendix A: Shipping Fixed by Weight By Total Plugin and Free Shipping 

To decision to provide Free Shipping is also affected by the setup of this plugin. A new custom version of the Plugin 
has been created with an option allow the consideration of discounts when.  

See the configuration  

 

To enable this option select the Free Shipping Don’t Use Discount checkbox at the bottom of the page  

In the above example the rules are setup to provide shipping when the subtotal is $80. Normally any subtotal 
discount is not taken in account. When selecting this option the discount will be considered and Free shipping 
provided after the Subtotal plus Discount amount. 

There are two types of actions performed  

1. Applies to Pre-Subtotal Discounts i.e. Product and Category 
2. Applies to Order Subtotal Discounts  

See the following example of each functions use. 

  



Select Systems International   Page | 21 
 

Pre-Subtotal Discounts 
This function applies to Pre-Subtotal Discounts i.e. Product and Category 

The Pre-Subtotal Discount is added back on to the sub total and then compared to Order Sub-Total Configuration 
value – Free Shipping is provided if the criteria is met 

Setting Disabled  
 

 
 
Product is $81 less discount = $68  
$68 < $80 Shipping Order Sub Total 
Shipping is charged 

Setting Enabled  
 

 
 
Product is $81 (Discount is not used) 
$81 > $80 Shipping Order Sub Total 
Shipping is not charged 

 

Subtotal Discounts 
This function applies to Order Subtotal Discounts  

The Order Subtotal Discount is subtracted from the Sub-Total and then compared to Order Sub-Total Configuration 
value – Free Shipping is provided if the criteria are met 

Setting Disabled  
 

 
 
Product is $81 (Discount is not used) 
$81 > $80 Shipping Order Sub Total 
Shipping is not charged  
 

Setting Enabled  
 

 
 
Product is $81 less discount = $16.20  
$72.70 < $80 Shipping Order Sub Total 
Shipping is charged 

 

 


